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made among complete strangers, had brought home
emphatically enough to Hunt's mind the unhappy truth
that the Pre-Raphaelites had come to be regarded as a nar-
row sect led by a single painter. In reality Hunt himself had
inspired the whole movement; and he now became the more
anxious to demonstrate by his actions that " P.R.B.-ism was
of wide application, and that each expounder of its principles
could find regions for enterprise which would show even
to the least reflective that amongst the originators there was
no following of one by the other." He had already spoken
vaguely to Millais of his intention of travelling to the East,
but from now onwards his plans for the enterprise took a
more definite shape.

One or two interesting events took place early in 1853,
At about the end of the preceding year he had been elected
as one of the original members of the Cosmopolitan Club,
which established itself at 30 Charles Street, Berkeley
Square, where G. F. Watts had his studio from 1849 to
1852. Among other famous men Hunt here met Thack-
eray, whose books he had read with profound interest and
the keenest admiration for their author. " I looked at
him," writes Hunt, " with hardly concealed awe, but his
manner seemed to withdraw demand for such homage for
him. Surveying his six feet of somewhat burly build stand-
ing there with his hands in pockets, it was impossible not to
class him in type with others of past ages who had been
daring proclaimers of a new perfection. That broad and
soaring cranium, that short nose, that full face, with large
eyes and well-advanced chin, made him brother to Socrates,
Tintoretto, Hobbes, Sobieski and Hogarth, who each
denounced the corruption of his time."

He also met Layard, whose expedition in Mesopotamia
he had at one time hoped to join, and who, interested to hear